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ALL RGHTS RESERVED 

 

KRF Prayer #11 Divine Restraining Order Against Unemployment & Poverty 

 

But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the 

faith and is worse than an unbeliever. I Timothy 5:8 

  

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before 

you.” Psalm 89:14 ESV 

 

“God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:” (Psalm 

82:1 ESV) 

 

HEAVENLY FATHER, I stand in Your royal courtroom because of the shed blood and finished work of 

Christ Jesus on the cross. I have come to receive Your righteous judgment over my life. Heavenly Father, 

I ask that the Courts of Heaven be seated according to Daniel 7:10
1
. I ask this in Jesus' mighty name. 

Heavenly Father, I call upon Your holy angels to be witnesses to this legal and righteous transaction. I 

also decree and declare that all the demonic entities, institutions, creature, created thing and human beings 

who will be impacted directly by the divine restraining order that I am requesting will be duly notified by 

Your holy angels who service the Courts of Heaven, in Jesus' name I pray. Heavenly Father, I decree and 

declare that every demonic entity, earthly institution, creature, created thing and human being will 

respect, honor, and abide by Your righteous judgment, in Jesus' mighty name. 

 

HEAVENLY FATHER, I repent for any and everything that would be stopping my destiny from 

becoming a reality. Heavenly Father, even as I stand in Your royal courtroom I present myself as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable before You according to Romans 12:1
2
, Lord, I repent before You for any 

place of sin concerning wrong motives, wrong intentions, or any place where I have not guarded my 

heart. Lord Jesus, wash me with Your blood so satan has no legal footing to resist any divine restraining 

order I need from Your Supreme Court. 

 

HEAVENLY FATHER, Your Word says that Jesus is my faithful Advocate before the Righteous Judge 

in the Courts of Heaven. Lord Jesus Christ, I summon You as my Advocate to help me plead my case 

before the Righteous Judge for a divine restraining order against any and all forms of witchcraft. Lord, it 

is not Your will for me to be harassed by the spirit of witchcraft, in Jesus' name I pray. Heavenly Father, I 

present before Your Supreme Court the following scriptures as evidence as to why You should grant me a 

divine restraining or protective order against any form of witchcraft. 

 

It is written: 

 

“The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” (Genesis 

2:15 ESV) 

 

“Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 

On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female 

servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made 

                                                           
1
 A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times 

ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.  
2
 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
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heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD 

blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” (Exodus 20:9-11 ESV) 

 

“Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with 

which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. Everyone 

also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and 

rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. For he will not much remember the days of his life because God 

keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.“ (Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 ESV) 

 

“For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield, but the seventh year you shall let it rest 

and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the beasts of the field may eat. 

You shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your olive orchard. Six days you shall do your work, 

but on the seventh day you shall rest; that your ox and your donkey may have rest, and the son of your 

servant woman, and the alien, may be refreshed.” (Exodus 23:10-12 ESV) 

 

“Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD. 

Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death. Therefore, the people of Israel shall 

keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations, as a covenant forever. It is a sign 

forever between me and the people of Israel that in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the 

seventh day he rested and was refreshed.” (Exodus 31:15-17 ESV) 

 

“And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant. Before all your people I will do marvels, such as have 

not been created in all the earth or in any nation. And all the people among whom you are shall see the 

work of the LORD, for it is an awesome thing that I will do with you.” (Exodus 34:10 ESV) 

 

“Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. In plowing time and in harvest you shall 

rest.” (Exodus 34:21 ESV) 

 

“He has filled them with skill to do every sort of work done by an engraver or by a designer or by an 

embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, or by a weaver—by any sort of 

workman or skilled designer.” (Exodus 35:35 ESV) 

 

“Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whom the LORD has put skill and intelligence to know how 

to do any work in the construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that the LORD has 

commanded. And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had 

put skill, everyone whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work.” (Exodus 36:1 ESV) 

 

“According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the people of Israel had done all the 

work. And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it; as the LORD had commanded, so had 

they done it. Then Moses blessed them.” (Exodus 39:42,43 ESV) 

 

“And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall 

afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among you. For on 

this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean before the LORD from all 

your sins. It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever.” 

(Leviticus 16:29-31 ESV)  

 

“The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, ‘Take a census of the sons of Kohath from among the 

sons of Levi, by their clans and their fathers' houses, from thirty years old up to fifty years old, all who 

can come on duty, to do the work in the tent of meeting.’” (Numbers 4:1-3 ESV) 
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“Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You 

shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the LORD in all your dwelling places.” (Leviticus 23:3 ESV) 

 

“For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He knows your going through 

this great wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you. You have lacked 

nothing.” (Deuteronomy 2:7 ESV) 

 

“Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 

On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female 

servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates, 

that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you.” (Deuteronomy 5:13,14 ESV) 

 

“And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and 

the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the LORD your God may 

bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deuteronomy 14:29 ESV)  

 

The Sabbatical Year 

“At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. And this is the manner of the release: every 

creditor shall release what he has lent to his neighbor. He shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, 

because the LORD's release has been proclaimed. Of a foreigner you may exact it, but whatever of yours 

is with your brother your hand shall release. But there will be no poor among you; for the LORD will 

bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess— if only you 

will strictly obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all this commandment that I 

command you today. For the LORD your God will bless you, as he promised you, and you shall lend to 

many nations, but you shall not borrow, and you shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over 

you. If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within your land that 

the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against your poor 

brother, but you shall open your hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may 

be. Take care lest there be an unworthy thought in your heart and you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of 

release is near,’ and your eye look grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he 

cry to the LORD against you, and you be guilty of sin. You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall 

not be grudging when you give to him, because for this the LORD your God will bless you in all your 

work and in all that you undertake. For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore, I 

command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your 

land.’” (Deuteronomy 15:1-11 ESV) 

 

“For seven days you shall keep the feast to the LORD your God at the place that the LORD will choose, 

because the LORD your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that 

you will be altogether joyful.” (Deuteronomy 16:15 ESV) 

 

“When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer terms of peace to it.  And if it responds to you 

peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it shall do forced labor for you and 

shall serve you. But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. 

And when the LORD your God gives it into your hand, you shall put all its males to the sword, but the 

women and the little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as 

plunder for yourselves. And you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD your God has 

given you.” (Deuteronomy 20:10-14 ESV) 

 

“When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It 

shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the 

work of your hands. When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over them again. It shall be for the 
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sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip 

it afterward. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. You shall remember that you 

were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this.” (Deuteronomy 24:19-22 ESV) 

 

“And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. Then we cried to the 

LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 

oppression. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with 

great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a 

land flowing with milk and honey.” (Deuteronomy 26:6-9 ESV) 

 

Blessings for Obedience 

“And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his commandments 

that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And 

all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your 

God. Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of 

your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the 

young of your flock. Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be when you 

come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out. The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against 

you to be defeated before you. They shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven 

ways. The LORD will command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you undertake. And he 

will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. The LORD will establish you as a people 

holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk 

in his ways. And all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and 

they shall be afraid of you. And the LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your womb 

and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your ground, within the land that the LORD swore to 

your fathers to give you. The LORD will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to 

your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hands. And you shall lend to many nations, but 

you shall not borrow. And the LORD will make you the head and not the tail, and you shall only go up 

and not down, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, being 

careful to do them, and if you do not turn aside from any of the words that I command you today, to the 

right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.” (Deuteronomy 28:1-14 ESV) 

 

Repentance and Forgiveness 

“And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, and 

you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God has driven you, and return to the 

LORD your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in all that I command you today, with all 

your heart and with all your soul, then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on 

you, and he will gather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. If 

your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and 

from there he will take you. And the LORD your God will bring you into the land that your fathers 

possessed, that you may possess it. And he will make you more prosperous and numerous than your 

fathers. And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you 

will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. And the LORD 

your God will put all these curses on your foes and enemies who persecuted you. And you shall again 

obey the voice of the LORD and keep all his commandments that I command you today. The LORD your 

God will make you abundantly prosperous in all the work of your hand, in the fruit of your womb and in 

the fruit of your cattle and in the fruit of your ground. For the LORD will again take delight in prospering 

you, as he took delight in your fathers, when you obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his 

commandments and his statutes that are written in this Book of the Law, when you turn to the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul.” (Deuteronomy 30:1 ESV) 
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“Now Joab was in command of all the army of Israel; and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was in command 

of the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and Adoram was in charge of the forced labor; and Jehoshaphat the 

son of Ahilud was the recorder; and Sheva was secretary; and Zadok and Abiathar were priests; and Ira 

the Jairite was also David's priest” (II Samuel 20:23-26 ESV). 

 

“Ahishar was in charge of the palace; and Adoniram the son of Abda was in charge of the forced labor.” 

(I Kings 4:6 ESV) 

 

“King Solomon drafted forced labor out of all Israel, and the draft numbered 30,000 men.” (I Kings 

5:13 ESV) 

 

“All the people who were left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 

who were not of the people of Israel— their descendants who were left after them in the land, whom the 

people of Israel were unable to devote to destruction—these Solomon drafted to be slaves, and so they are 

to this day. But of the people of Israel Solomon made no slaves. They were the soldiers, they were his 

officials, his commanders, his captains, his chariot commanders and his horsemen. These were the chief 

officers who were over Solomon's work: 550 who had charge of the people who carried on the work.” (I 

Kings 9:20-23 ESV) 

 

“The man Jeroboam was very able, and when Solomon saw that the young man was industrious, he gave 

him charge over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph.” (I Kings 11:28 ESV) 

 

“Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him 

to death with stones. And King Rehoboam hurried to mount his chariot to flee to Jerusalem.” (I Kings 

12:18 ESV) 

 

“And their brothers the Levites were appointed for all the service of the tabernacle of the house of God.  

1Ch 6:49  But Aaron and his sons made offerings on the altar of burnt offering and on the altar of incense 

for all the work of the Most Holy Place, and to make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the 

servant of God had commanded.” (I Chronicles 6:48 ESV) 

 

“You have an abundance of workmen: stonecutters, masons, carpenters, and all kinds of craftsmen 

without number, skilled in working gold, silver, bronze, and iron. Arise and work! The LORD be with 

you!” (I Chronicles 22:15,16 ESV) 

 

David Organizes the Levites 

“When David was old and full of days, he made Solomon his son king over Israel. David assembled all 

the leaders of Israel and the priests and the Levites. The Levites, thirty years old and upward, were 

numbered, and the total was 38,000 men. ‘Twenty-four thousand of these,’ David said, ‘shall have charge 

of the work in the house of the LORD, 6,000 shall be officers and judges, 4,000 gatekeepers, and 4,000 

shall offer praises to the LORD with the instruments that I have made for praise.’ And David organized 

them in divisions corresponding to the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.” (I Chronicles 23:1-

6 ESV) 

 

“These were the sons of Levi by their fathers' houses, the heads of fathers' houses as they were listed 

according to the number of the names of the individuals from twenty years old and upward who were to 

do the work for the service of the house of the LORD. For David said, “The LORD, the God of Israel, has 

given rest to his people, and he dwells in Jerusalem forever. And so the Levites no longer need to carry 

the tabernacle or any of the things for its service.’  For by the last words of David the sons of Levi were 

numbered from twenty years old and upward. For their duty was to assist the sons of Aaron for the 
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service of the house of the LORD, having the care of the courts and the chambers, the cleansing of all 

that is holy, and any work for the service of the house of God. Their duty was also to assist with the 

showbread, the flour for the grain offering, the wafers of unleavened bread, the baked offering, the 

offering mixed with oil, and all measures of quantity or size. And they were to stand every morning, 

thanking and praising the LORD, and likewise at evening, and whenever burnt offerings were offered to 

the LORD on Sabbaths, new moons, and feast days, according to the number required of them, regularly 

before the LORD.  Thus they were to keep charge of the tent of meeting and the sanctuary, and to attend 

the sons of Aaron, their brothers, for the service of the house of the LORD.” (I Chronicles 23:24-32 ESV) 

 

David Organizes the Musicians 

“David and the chiefs of the service also set apart for the service the sons of Asaph, and of Heman, and of 

Jeduthun, who prophesied with lyres, with harps, and with cymbals. The list of those who did the work 

and of their duties was: Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah, sons of Asaph, 

under the direction of Asaph, who prophesied under the direction of the king. Of Jeduthun, the sons of 

Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their 

father Jeduthun, who prophesied with the lyre in thanksgiving and praise to the LORD. Of Heman, the 

sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, 

Giddalti, and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, Mahazioth. All these were the sons of 

Heman the king's seer, according to the promise of God to exalt him, for God had given Heman fourteen 

sons and three daughters. They were all under the direction of their father in the music in the house of the 

LORD with cymbals, harps, and lyres for the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman 

were under the order of the king. The number of them along with their brothers, who were trained in 

singing to the LORD, all who were skillful, was 288.” (I Chronicles 25:1-7 ESV) 

 

Treasurers and Other Officials 

“And of the Levites, Ahijah had charge of the treasuries of the house of God and the treasuries of the 

dedicated gifts. The sons of Ladan, the sons of the Gershonites belonging to Ladan, the heads of the 

fathers' houses belonging to Ladan the Gershonite: Jehieli. The sons of Jehieli, Zetham, and Joel his 

brother, were in charge of the treasuries of the house of the LORD. Of the Amramites, the Izharites, the 

Hebronites, and the Uzzielites— and Shebuel the son of Gershom, son of Moses, was chief officer in 

charge of the treasuries. His brothers: from Eliezer were his son Rehabiah, and his son Jeshaiah, and his 

son Joram, and his son Zichri, and his son Shelomoth. This Shelomoth and his brothers were in charge of 

all the treasuries of the dedicated gifts that David the king and the heads of the fathers' houses and the 

officers of the thousands and the hundreds and the commanders of the army had dedicated. From spoil 

won in battles they dedicated gifts for the maintenance of the house of the LORD. Also all that Samuel the 

seer and Saul the son of Kish and Abner the son of Ner and Joab the son of Zeruiah had dedicated—all 

dedicated gifts were in the care of Shelomoth and his brothers. Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons 

were appointed to external duties for Israel, as officers and judges. Of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his 

brothers, 1,700 men of ability, had the oversight of Israel westward of the Jordan for all the work of the 

LORD and for the service of the king. Of the Hebronites, Jerijah was chief of the Hebronites of whatever 

genealogy or fathers' houses. (In the fortieth year of David's reign search was made and men of great 

ability among them were found at Jazer in Gilead.) King David appointed him and his brothers, 2,700 

men of ability, heads of fathers' houses, to have the oversight of the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-

tribe of the Manassites for everything pertaining to God and for the affairs of the king.” (I Chronicles 

26:20 ESV) 

 

“Over the king's treasuries was Azmaveth the son of Adiel; and over the treasuries in the country, in the 

cities, in the villages, and in the towers, was Jonathan the son of Uzziah; and over those who did the work 

of the field for tilling the soil was Ezri the son of Chelub; and over the vineyards was Shimei the 

Ramathite; and over the produce of the vineyards for the wine cellars was Zabdi the Shiphmite. Over the 

olive and sycamore trees in the Shephelah was Baal-hanan the Gederite; and over the stores of oil was 
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Joash. Over the herds that pastured in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite; over the herds in the valleys was 

Shaphat the son of Adlai. Over the camels was Obil the Ishmaelite; and over the donkeys was Jehdeiah 

the Meronothite. Over the flocks was Jaziz the Hagrite. All these were stewards of King David's property. 

Jonathan, David's uncle, was a counselor, being a man of understanding and a scribe. He and Jehiel the 

son of Hachmoni attended the king's sons. Ahithophel was the king's counselor, and Hushai the Archite 

was the king's friend. Ahithophel was succeeded by Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar. Joab was 

commander of the king's army.” (I Chronicles 27:25-34 ESV) 

 

David's Charge to Solomon 

“’And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a whole heart and with a 

willing mind, for the LORD searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought. If you seek him, 

he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever. Be careful now, for the LORD 

has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be strong and do it.’  Then David gave Solomon his 

son the plan of the vestibule of the temple, and of its houses, its treasuries, its upper rooms, and its inner 

chambers, and of the room for the mercy seat; and the plan of all that he had in mind for the courts of the 

house of the LORD, all the surrounding chambers, the treasuries of the house of God, and the treasuries 

for dedicated gifts; for the divisions of the priests and of the Levites, and all the work of the service in the 

house of the LORD; for all the vessels for the service in the house of the LORD, the weight of gold for all 

golden vessels for each service, the weight of silver vessels for each service, the weight of the golden 

lampstands and their lamps, the weight of gold for each lampstand and its lamps, the weight of silver for 

a lampstand and its lamps, according to the use of each lampstand in the service, the weight of gold for 

each table for the showbread, the silver for the silver tables, and pure gold for the forks, the basins and 

the cups; for the golden bowls and the weight of each; for the silver bowls and the weight of each; for the 

altar of incense made of refined gold, and its weight; also his plan for the golden chariot of the cherubim 

that spread their wings and covered the ark of the covenant of the LORD. ‘All this he made clear to me in 

writing from the hand of the LORD, all the work to be done according to the plan.’ Then David said to 

Solomon his son, “Be strong and courageous and do it. Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed, for the 

LORD God, even my God, is with you. He will not leave you or forsake you, until all the work for the 

service of the house of the LORD is finished. And behold the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all 

the service of the house of God; and with you in all the work will be every willing man who has skill for 

any kind of service; also the officers and all the people will be wholly at your command.” (I Chronicles 

28:9-21 ESV) 

 

Offerings for the Temple 

“And David the king said to all the assembly, ‘Solomon my son, whom alone God has chosen, is young 

and inexperienced, and the work is great, for the palace will not be for man but for the LORD God. So I 

have provided for the house of my God, so far as I was able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for 

the things of silver, and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the things of iron, and wood for 

the things of wood, besides great quantities of onyx and stones for setting, antimony, colored stones, all 

sorts of precious stones and marble. Moreover, in addition to all that I have provided for the holy house, I 

have a treasure of my own of gold and silver, and because of my devotion to the house of my God I give it 

to the house of my God: 3,000 talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and 7,000 talents of refined silver, for 

overlaying the walls of the house, and for all the work to be done by craftsmen, gold for the things of gold 

and silver for the things of silver. Who then will offer willingly, consecrating himself today to the LORD?’ 

Then the leaders of fathers' houses made their freewill offerings, as did also the leaders of the tribes, the 

commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and the officers over the king's work.” (I Chronicles 

29:1 ESV) 
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Preparing to Build the Temple 

“Now Solomon purposed to build a temple for the name of the LORD, and a royal palace for himself. And 

Solomon assigned 70,000 men to bear burdens and 80,000 to quarry in the hill country, and 3,600 to 

oversee them. And Solomon sent word to Hiram the king of Tyre: ‘As you dealt with David my father and 

sent him cedar to build himself a house to dwell in, so deal with me. Behold, I am about to build a house 

for the name of the LORD my God and dedicate it to him for the burning of incense of sweet spices before 

him, and for the regular arrangement of the showbread, and for burnt offerings morning and evening, on 

the Sabbaths and the new moons and the appointed feasts of the LORD our God, as ordained forever for 

Israel. The house that I am to build will be great, for our God is greater than all gods. But who is able to 

build him a house, since heaven, even highest heaven, cannot contain him? Who am I to build a house for 

him, except as a place to make offerings before him? So now send me a man skilled to work in gold, 

silver, bronze, and iron, and in purple, crimson, and blue fabrics, trained also in engraving, to be with the 

skilled workers who are with me in Judah and Jerusalem, whom David my father provided. Send me also 

cedar, cypress, and algum timber from Lebanon, for I know that your servants know how to cut timber in 

Lebanon. And my servants will be with your servants, to prepare timber for me in abundance, for the 

house I am to build will be great and wonderful. I will give for your servants, the woodsmen who cut 

timber, 20,000 cors of crushed wheat, 20,000 cors of barley, 20,000 baths of wine, and 20,000 baths of 

oil.’ Then Hiram the king of Tyre answered in a letter that he sent to Solomon, ‘Because the LORD loves 

his people, he has made you king over them.’ Hiram also said, ‘Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who 

made heaven and earth, who has given King David a wise son, who has discretion and understanding, 

who will build a temple for the LORD and a royal palace for himself. Now I have sent a skilled man, who 

has understanding, Huram-abi, the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of 

Tyre. He is trained to work in gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone, and wood, and in purple, blue, and 

crimson fabrics and fine linen, and to do all sorts of engraving and execute any design that may be 

assigned him, with your craftsmen, the craftsmen of my lord, David your father. Now therefore the wheat 

and barley, oil and wine, of which my lord has spoken, let him send to his servants. And we will cut 

whatever timber you need from Lebanon and bring it to you in rafts by sea to Joppa, so that you may take 

it up to Jerusalem.’ Then Solomon counted all the resident aliens who were in the land of Israel, after the 

census of them that David his father had taken, and there were found 153,600. Seventy thousand of them 

he assigned to bear burdens, 80,000 to quarry in the hill country, and 3,600 as overseers to make the 

people work.” (II Chronicles 2:1-18 ESV) 

 

“Thus all the work that Solomon did for the house of the LORD was finished. And Solomon brought in the 

things that David his father had dedicated, and stored the silver, the gold, and all the vessels in the 

treasuries of the house of God.” (II Chronicles 5:1 ESV) 

 

“All the people who were left of the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 

who were not of Israel, from their descendants who were left after them in the land, whom the people of 

Israel had not destroyed—these Solomon drafted as forced labor, and so they are to this day. But of the 

people of Israel Solomon made no slaves for his work; they were soldiers, and his officers, the 

commanders of his chariots, and his horsemen. And these were the chief officers of King Solomon, 250, 

who exercised authority over the people. \” (II Chronicles 8:7-10 ESV) 

 

“Thus was accomplished all the work of Solomon from the day the foundation of the house of the LORD 

was laid until it was finished. So the house of the LORD was completed.” (II Chronicles 8:16 ESV) 

 

Asa's Religious Reforms 

“The Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded, and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, 

‘Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The LORD is with you while you are with him. If you seek 

him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you. For a long time Israel was 

without the true God, and without a teaching priest and without law, but when in their distress they 
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turned to the LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, he was found by them. In those times there was no 

peace to him who went out or to him who came in, for great disturbances afflicted all the inhabitants of 

the lands. They were broken in pieces. Nation was crushed by nation and city by city, for God troubled 

them with every sort of distress. But you, take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your work 

shall be rewarded.’ As soon as Asa heard these words, the prophecy of Azariah the son of Oded, he took 

courage and put away the detestable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities 

that he had taken in the hill country of Ephraim, and he repaired the altar of the LORD that was in front 

of the vestibule of the house of the LORD.” (II Chronicles 15:1-8 ESV) 

 

Joash Repairs the Temple 

“Joash was seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His 

mother's name was Zibiah of Beersheba. And Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the 

days of Jehoiada the priest. Jehoiada got for him two wives, and he had sons and daughters. After this 

Joash decided to restore the house of the LORD. And he gathered the priests and the Levites and said to 

them, “Go out to the cities of Judah and gather from all Israel money to repair the house of your God 

from year to year, and see that you act quickly.” But the Levites did not act quickly.  So the king 

summoned Jehoiada the chief and said to him, ‘Why have you not required the Levites to bring in from 

Judah and Jerusalem the tax levied by Moses, the servant of the LORD, and the congregation of Israel for 

the tent of testimony?’ For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken into the house of God, 

and had also used all the dedicated things of the house of the LORD for the Baals. So the king 

commanded, and they made a chest and set it outside the gate of the house of the LORD. And 

proclamation was made throughout Judah and Jerusalem to bring in for the LORD the tax that Moses the 

servant of God laid on Israel in the wilderness. And all the princes and all the people rejoiced and 

brought their tax and dropped it into the chest until they had finished. And whenever the chest was 

brought to the king's officers by the Levites, when they saw that there was much money in it, the king's 

secretary and the officer of the chief priest would come and empty the chest and take it and return it to its 

place. Thus they did day after day, and collected money in abundance. And the king and Jehoiada gave it 

to those who had charge of the work of the house of the LORD, and they hired masons and carpenters to 

restore the house of the LORD, and also workers in iron and bronze to repair the house of the LORD.  So 

those who were engaged in the work labored, and the repairing went forward in their hands, and they 

restored the house of God to its proper condition and strengthened it.  And when they had finished, they 

brought the rest of the money before the king and Jehoiada, and with it were made utensils for the house 

of the LORD, both for the service and for the burnt offerings, and dishes for incense and vessels of gold 

and silver. And they offered burnt offerings in the house of the LORD regularly all the days of Jehoiada. 

But Jehoiada grew old and full of days, and died. He was 130 years old at his death” (II Chronicles 24:1-

15 ESV) 

 

 

“They set to work and removed the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for burning incense 

they took away and threw into the brook Kidron.” (II Chronicles 30:14 ESV) 

 

“Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did what was good and right and faithful before the 

LORD his God. And every work that he undertook in the service of the house of God and in accordance 

with the law and the commandments, seeking his God, he did with all his heart, and prospered.” (2Ch 

31:20,21 ESV)  

 

“He set to work resolutely and built up all the wall that was broken down and raised towers upon it, and 

outside it he built another wall, and he strengthened the Millo in the city of David. He also made weapons 

and shields in abundance. And he set combat commanders over the people and gathered them together to 

him in the square at the gate of the city and spoke encouragingly to them, saying, ‘Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be afraid or dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is with him, 
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for there are more with us than with him. With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God, 

to help us and to fight our battles.’ And the people took confidence from the words of Hezekiah king of 

Judah.” (II Chronicles 32:5-8 ESV) 

 

The Book of the Law Found 

“Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and the house, he sent Shaphan 

the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to 

repair the house of the LORD his God. They came to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that 

had been brought into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of the threshold, had collected 

from Manasseh and Ephraim and from all the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and Benjamin and 

from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And they gave it to the workmen who were working in the house of the 

LORD. And the workmen who were working in the house of the LORD gave it for repairing and restoring 

the house. They gave it to the carpenters and the builders to buy quarried stone, and timber for binders 

and beams for the buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin. And the men did the work 

faithfully. Over them were set Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of Merari, and Zechariah and 

Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to have oversight. The Levites, all who were skillful with 

instruments of music, were over the burden-bearers and directed all who did work in every kind of 

service, and some of the Levites were scribes and officials and gatekeepers. While they were bringing out 

the money that had been brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the 

Law of the LORD given through Moses.” (II Chronicles 34:8 ESV) 

 

Rebuilding the Temple 

“Now in the second year after their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, 

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak made a beginning, together with the rest of 

their kinsmen, the priests and the Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from the captivity. They 

appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to supervise the work of the house of the 

LORD. And Jeshua with his sons and his brothers, and Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, together 

supervised the workmen in the house of God, along with the sons of Henadad and the Levites, their sons 

and brothers. And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their 

vestments came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the 

LORD, according to the directions of David king of Israel.  And they sang responsively, praising and 

giving thanks to the LORD, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.” And 

all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the 

house of the LORD was laid.” (Ezra 3:8-11 ESV) 

 

The Decree of Darius 

“Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in Babylonia, in the house of the archives 

where the documents were stored. And in Ecbatana, the citadel that is in the province of Media, a scroll 

was found on which this was written: ‘A record. In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king issued 

a decree: Concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be rebuilt, the place where sacrifices 

were offered, and let its foundations be retained. Its height shall be sixty cubits and its breadth sixty 

cubits, with three layers of great stones and one layer of timber. Let the cost be paid from the royal 

treasury. And also let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of 

the temple that is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and brought back to the temple that is 

in Jerusalem, each to its place. You shall put them in the house of God. Now therefore, Tattenai, governor 

of the province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and your associates the governors who are in the 

province Beyond the River, keep away.  Let the work on this house of God alone. Let the governor of the 

Jews and the elders of the Jews rebuild this house of God on its site. Moreover, I make a decree 

regarding what you shall do for these elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of this house of God. The cost 

is to be paid to these men in full and without delay from the royal revenue, the tribute of the province 

from Beyond the River. And whatever is needed—bulls, rams, or sheep for burnt offerings to the God of 
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heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or oil, as the priests at Jerusalem require—let that be given to them day by day 

without fail,  that they may offer pleasing sacrifices to the God of heaven and pray for the life of the king 

and his sons. Also I make a decree that if anyone alters this edict, a beam shall be pulled out of his house, 

and he shall be impaled on it, and his house shall be made a dunghill. May the God who has caused his 

name to dwell there overthrow any king or people who shall put out a hand to alter this, or to destroy this 

house of God that is in Jerusalem. I Darius make a decree; let it be done with all diligence.’” (Ezra 6:1-

12 ESV)   

 

“And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the LORD had made them joyful 

and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them in the work of the house of 

God, the God of Israel.” (Ezra 6:22 ESV) 

 

“So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. 

And I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no animal with me 

but the one on which I rode. I went out by night by the Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the Dung 

Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that were broken down and its gates that had been destroyed 

by fire. Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no room for the animal 

that was under me to pass.  Then I went up in the night by the valley and inspected the wall, and I turned 

back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned.  And the officials did not know where I had gone or 

what I was doing, and I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who 

were to do the work.  Then I said to them, ‘You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with 

its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer derision.’  And I 

told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also of the words that the king had 

spoken to me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they strengthened their hands for the good 

work.” (Nehemiah 2:11 ESV) 

 

“So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to 

work.” (Nehemiah 4:6 ESV) 

 

The Work Resumes 

“When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had frustrated their plan, we all returned 

to the wall, each to his work. From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and half held 

the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole house of Judah, who 

were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored on 

the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. And each of the builders had his sword 

strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. And I said to the 

nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, “The work is great and widely spread, and we are 

separated on the wall, far from one another. In the place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally 

to us there. Our God will fight for us.’ So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears from 

the break of dawn until the stars came out. I also said to the people at that time, “Let every man and his 

servant pass the night within Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor by day.’  

So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, none of us took 

off our clothes; each kept his weapon at his right hand.” (Nehemiah 4:15-23 ESV) 

 

Nehemiah Stops Oppression of the Poor 

“Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish brothers.  For there 

were those who said, “With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So let us get grain, that we may 

eat and keep alive.’ There were also those who said, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and 

our houses to get grain because of the famine.’ And there were those who said, ‘We have borrowed 

money for the king's tax on our fields and our vineyards. Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our 

children are as their children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of 
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our daughters have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men have our 

fields and our vineyards.’ I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these words.  I took counsel 

with myself, and I brought charges against the nobles and the officials. I said to them, “You are exacting 

interest, each from his brother.” And I held a great assembly against them and said to them, “We, as far 

as we are able, have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even 

sell your brothers that they may be sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a word to say. So I 

said, ‘The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent 

the taunts of the nations our enemies? Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending them 

money and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of interest. Return to them this very day their fields, their 

vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that 

you have been exacting from them.’ Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing from 

them. We will do as you say.” And I called the priests and made them swear to do as they had promised. I 

also shook out the fold of my garment and said, “So may God shake out every man from his house and 

from his labor who does not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the 

assembly said “Amen” and praised the LORD. And the people did as they had promised. Moreover, from 

the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from the twentieth year to the 

thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king, twelve years, neither I nor my brothers ate the food allowance 

of the governor. The former governors who were before me laid heavy burdens on the people and took 

from them for their daily ration forty shekels of silver. Even their servants lorded it over the people. But I 

did not do so, because of the fear of God. I also persevered in the work on this wall, and we acquired no 

land, and all my servants were gathered there for the work. Moreover, there were at my table 150 men, 

Jews and officials, besides those who came to us from the nations that were around us.” (Nehemiah 5:1-

17 ESV)  

 

“And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own 

esteem, for they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.” (Nehemiah 

6:16 ESV) 

 

“We also take on ourselves the obligation to give yearly a third part of a shekel for the service of the 

house of our God: for the showbread, the regular grain offering, the regular burnt offering, the Sabbaths, 

the new moons, the appointed feasts, the holy things, and the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, 

and for all the work of the house of our God.” (Nehemiah 10:32,33 ESV) 

 

“I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been given to them, so that the Levites and the 

singers, who did the work, had fled each to his field.  So I confronted the officials and said, ‘Why is the 

house of God forsaken?’ And I gathered them together and set them in their stations. Then all Judah 

brought the tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses. And I appointed as treasurers over the 

storehouses Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of the Levites, and as their assistant 

Hanan the son of Zaccur, son of Mattaniah, for they were considered reliable, and their duty was to 

distribute to their brothers. Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good 

deeds that I have done for the house of my God and for his service.” (Nehemiah 13:10-14 ESV) 

 

“Thus I cleansed them from everything foreign, and I established the duties of the priests and Levites, 

each in his work; and I provided for the wood offering at appointed times, and for the firstfruits. 

Remember me, O my God, for good.” (Nehemiah 13:30,31 ESV) 

 

“Thus I cleansed them from everything foreign, and I established the duties of the priests and Levites, 

each in his work; and I provided for the wood offering at appointed times, and for the firstfruits. 

Remember me, O my God, for good.” (Nehemiah 13:30,31 ESV) 
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“Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have 

blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.” (Job 1:10 ESV) 

 

“… All the days of my service I would wait, till my renewal should come. You would call, and I would 

answer you; you would long for the work of your hands. For then you would number my steps; you would 

not keep watch over my sin; my transgression would be sealed up in a bag, and you would cover over my 

iniquity.” (Job 14:14-17 ESV) 

 

“For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness. He loves righteousness 

and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD.” (Psalm 33:4,5 ESV) 

 

“Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God, and that to you, O Lord, 

belongs steadfast love. For you will render to a man according to his work.” (Psalm 62:11,12 ESV) 

 

“Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon us; yes, 

establish the work of our hands!” (Psalm 90:17 ESV) 

 

“Man goes out to his work and to his labor until the evening. O LORD, how manifold are your works! In 

wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.” (Psalm 104:23,24 ESV) 

 

“For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham, his servant. So he brought his people out with joy, 

his chosen ones with singing. And he gave them the lands of the nations, and they took possession of the 

fruit of the peoples' toil, that they might keep his statutes and observe his laws. Praise the LORD!” 

(Psalm 105:42-45 ESV) 

 

“Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways! You shall eat the fruit of the labor of 

your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you.” (Psalm 128:1 ESV) 

 

“The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake 

the work of your hands.” (Psalm 138:8 ESV) 

 

“The hand of the diligent will rule, while the slothful will be put to forced labor.” (Proverbs 12:24 ESV) 

 

“In all toil there is profit, but mere talk tends only to poverty.” (Proverbs 14:23 ESV) 

 

“Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure 

men.” (Proverbs 22:29 ESV) 

 

“If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he 

who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not repay man according to his work?” (Proverbs 

24:12 ESV) 

 

“Prepare your work outside; get everything ready for yourself in the field, and after that build your 

house.” (Proverbs 24:27 ESV) 

 

“And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart 

found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil.” (Ecclesiastes 2:10 ESV) 

 

“What gain has the worker from his toil? I have seen the business that God has given to the children of 

man to be busy with. He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's 

heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I perceived that 
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there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; also that everyone 

should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to man.” (Ecclesiastes 3:9-13 

ESV) 

 

“I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter and 

for every work.” (Ecclesiastes 3:17 ESV) 

 

“So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. Who 

can bring him to see what will be after him?” (Ecclesiastes 3:22 ESV) 

 

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up 

his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!” (Ecclesiastes 

4:9 ESV)  

 

“Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with 

which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. Everyone 

also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and 

rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. For he will not much remember the days of his life because God 

keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.” (Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 ESV) 

 

“And I commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but to eat and drink and be joyful, for this 

will go with him in his toil through the days of his life that God has given him under the sun.” 

(Ecclesiastes 8:15 ESV)  

 

Enjoy Life with the One You Love 

“Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved 

what you do. Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head. Enjoy life with the 

wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you under the sun, because that is 

your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. Whatever your hand finds to do, do it 

with your might..." (Ecclesiastes 9:7-10a ESV) 

 

“And he will give rain for the seed with which you sow the ground, and bread, the produce of the ground, 

which will be rich and plenteous. In that day your livestock will graze in large pastures, and the oxen and 

the donkeys that work the ground will eat seasoned fodder, which has been winnowed with shovel and 

fork.” (Isaiah 30:23,24 ESV) 

 

“And the Assyrian shall fall by a sword, not of man; and a sword, not of man, shall devour him; and he 

shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be put to forced labor.” (Isaiah 31:8 ESV) 

 

“They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not 

build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of 

my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain or 

bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their 

descendants with them.” (Isaiah 65:21-23 ESV) 

 

“But you, dress yourself for work; arise, and say to them everything that I command you. Do not be 

dismayed by them, lest I dismay you before them. And I, behold, I make you this day a fortified city, an 

iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, 

and the people of the land. They will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you, for I am 

with you, declares the LORD, to deliver you.” (Jeremiah 1:17-19 ESV) 
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“Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears, for there is a reward 

for your work, declares the LORD, and they shall come back from the land of the enemy.  There is hope 

for your future, declares the LORD, and your children shall come back to their own country.” (Jeremiah 

31:16,17 ESV) 

 

“Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 

priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the 

LORD of hosts, according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit 

remains in your midst. Fear not.” (Haggai 2:4,5 ESV)  

 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30 ESV) 

 

“Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.’” (John 

4:34 ESV)  

 

“Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of 

Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we 

do, to be doing the works of God?’ Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in 

him whom he has sent.’” (John 6:27-29 ESV)  

 

“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As 

long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’” (John 9:4,5 ESV) 

 

“I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.” (John 17:4,5 ESV) 

 

“Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called 

Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were 

worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work 

to which I have called them.’ Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them 

off.” (Acts 13:1-3 ESV) 

 

“And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, and from there they sailed to 

Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled.” (Acts 

14:25,26 ESV) 

 

“In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. For I will not venture to speak of 

anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word 

and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem 

and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and thus I make it 

my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone 

else's foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see, and those who 

have never heard will understand.’” (Romans 15:17-21 ESV) 

 

“So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who 

plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. For we are 

God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. According to the grace of God given to me, 

like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take 

care how he builds upon it. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
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wood, hay, straw - each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 

revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has 

built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward” (I Corinthians 3:12-14 ESV).  

 

“When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to 

pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’ ‘O death, where is your victory? O 

death, where is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to 

God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be 

steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is 

not in vain.” (I Corinthians 15:54-58 ESV) 

 

“…for a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. When Timothy 

comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. So let no 

one despise him. Help him on his way in peace, that he may return to me, for I am expecting him with the 

brothers.” (I Corinthians 16:9-11 ESV) 

 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 

you may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 

his righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 

multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in 

every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the 

ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many 

thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission 

that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them 

and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon 

you. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!” (II Corinthians 9:8-15 ESV) 

 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (I Corinthians 15:58 ESV) 

 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. 

Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be 

with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced 

of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that 

in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.” 

(Philippians 1:21-26 ESV) 

 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints 

for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and 

of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every 

wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.” (Ephesians 4:11-14 ESV) 

 

“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with 

the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of 

the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 

God; being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience 

with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 

light.” (Colossians 1:9-12 ESV) 
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Paul's Ministry to the Church 

“Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's 

afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister according to the 

stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery 

hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how 

great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of 

glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 

everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within 

me.” (Colossians 1:24-29 ESV) 

 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will 

receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” (Colossian 3:23 ESV) 

 

“We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering 

before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” (I Thessalonians 1:2,3 ESV) 

 

“Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have 

been taught by God to love one another, for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers 

throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, and to aspire to live quietly, 

and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, so that you may walk 

properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one.” (I Thessalonians 4:9-12 ESV)  

 

“To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill 

every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 

glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (II 

Thessalonians 1:11-12 ESV) 

 

“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort 

and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.” (II 

Thessalonians 2:16,17 ESV) 

 

“For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let 

him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now 

such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn 

their own living. As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.” (II Thessalonians 3:10-13 ESV) 

 

“Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to 

earn their own living. As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.” (II Thessalonians 3:12,13 

ESV) 

 

“For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of 

all people, especially of those who believe.” (I Timothy 4:10 ESV) 

 

“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in 

preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the 

grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.’” (I Timothy 5:17,18 ESV) 

 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” (II 

Timothy 3:16,17 ESV)  
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“Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 

to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people.” 

(Titus 3:1,2 ESV) 

 

“For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in 

serving the saints, as you still do.” (Hebrews 6:10 ESV)  

 

“I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are 

evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I know 

you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary.” 

(Revelation 2:2,3 ESV) 

 

For there is no sorcery against Jacob, nor any divination against Israel. It now must be said of Jacob and 

of Israel, "Oh, what God has done!" (Numbers 23:23) 

 

You shall not permit a sorceress to live (Exodus 22:18). 

 

“Then I saw the wicked buried. They used to go in and out of the holy place and were praised in the city 

where they had done such things. This also is vanity. Because the sentence against an evil deed is not 

executed speedily, the heart of the children of man is fully set to do evil. Though a sinner does evil a 

hundred times and prolongs his life, yet I know that it will be well with those who fear God, because they 

fear before him. But it will not be well with the wicked, neither will he prolong his days like a shadow, 

because he does not fear before God.” (Ecclesiastes 8:10-13 ESV) 

 

“You shall not permit a sorceress to live.” (Exodus 22:18 ESV) 

 

“Can wicked rulers be allied with you, those who frame injustice by statute? They band together against 

the life of the righteous and condemn the innocent to death. But the LORD has become my stronghold, 

and my God the rock of my refuge.” (Psalm 94:20 ESV) 

 

HEAVENLY FATHER, based upon the aforementioned and all other relevant scriptures, it is clear that if 

the Court does not impose a divine restraining order against the spirit of witchcraft on my behalf, the 

devil would cause great injury to my life, destiny, and inflict irreparable damage to the purposes of God. 

Moreover, in particular I request of this court to grant me full protection and immunity from all abuses of 

Your wise ordinances that men should work.  Furthermore, I pray for complete and permanent relief from 

all of the devil’s or his agent’s interference with or impairment of Your holy power working Your works 

through me. I ask that m joy and satisfaction as well as all my rewards for work be fully realized and 

protected from hurt, harm and loss Heavenly Father, I repent for my sin, transgressions, and for the 

iniquities of my bloodline that opened a door for witchcraft to attack me. Lord, I ask that the predominant 

blood of Jesus Christ would completely cleanse away forever every sin of my forefathers, our clans, 

tribes, nations, empires and other organizations that the enemy would be using as a legal right to build 

legal cases against me and to deny my destiny per Isa 43:25,26 
3
. In the matchless name of Jesus Christ, I 

ask that every legal right the devil has over my life be permanently revoked. 

 

HEAVENLY FATHER, I also repent for any covenant with demons that has existed in my ancestral 

bloodline, especially with the spirit of witchcraft. Lord, I ask that any agreement with demons would be 

rescinded. Lord, in the preeminent name of Jesus Christ, I declare and decree that any demonic legal right 

                                                           
3
 I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins. Put me in 

remembrance; let us argue together; set forth your case, that you may be proved right.  
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to claim me and my bloodline is now dismissed before Your courts. I thank You, Lord, in the 

preponderant name of Jesus Christ for revoking these demonic covenants and altars! 

 

HEAVENLY FATHER, I divorce myself from any and all forms of witchcraft that are after me. I give 

back everything that the devil, his messengers, and demonic altars could say came from them. I only want 

what the prepotent blood of Jesus Christ secured for me on the cross. Heavenly Father, I pray now in the 

excellent and paramount name of Jesus Christ that a divine restraining order against witchcraft be issued 

over my life by Your Supreme Court. Heavenly Father, I declare and decree in the peerless name of Jesus 

Christ that any and all forms of witchcraft that satan is orchestrating against me and mine are now 

permanently cancelled. Heavenly Father, I declare and decree in the surpassing name of Jesus Christ that I 

receive this divine restraining order by faith. I further decree and declare in the highest and perfect name 

of Jesus Christ that You shall fulfill all "the days of my life" that You wrote in my book of destiny long 

before You created me per Psalm 138:8 and Ephesians 1:3-6, 2:10, Philippians 1:6
4
. Amen 

 

“Now to him who is able to keep me from stumbling and to present me blameless before the presence of 

His glory with great joy,  to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 

dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” (Jude 1:24 ESV 

                                                           
4
 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of 

your hands. & Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 
Beloved. & For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them & Php 1:6  And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 


